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Chris Lee

Pro Musica Nipponia in its debut with, Kurt Masur and the New York Philharmonic Orchestra.

MUSIC REVIEW

East and West Meeting and Mixing

By JAMES R. OESTREICH

* Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov wrote
the book on orchestration, but along-
side the Japanese composer Minoru
Miki in the New York Philharmonic
concert at Avery Fisher Hall on
Thursday evening, Rimsky seemed
a piker. Kurt Masur led the orches-
tra in Mr. Miki’s “Symphony for
Two Worlds,” which combines a full
Western orchestra with a 16-mem-
ber band playirig Japanese instru-
ments: here, Pro Musica Nipponia,
founded by Mr. Miki in 1964.

In this symphony, which was com-
missioned by Mr. Masur’s other or-
chestra, the Leipzig Gewandhaus,
for its 200th anniversary in 1981, Mr.
Miki seeks to build bridges but
works squarely within the Western
symphonic tradition. Although the
Japanese instruments, few and
mostly ancient, stand up to the larg-
er, sleeker ensemble remarkably
well in Mr. Miki's exquisitely gauged
scoring, in the end they add little
more than color.

But they add lots of it; and Mr.
Miki exploits it cannily. Some combi-
nations are obvious (long lines on
hoarse, recorderlike shakuhachis
against sweet warblings on Western
flutes), others less so. The juxtaposi-
tion of delicate, plucked kotos with
brasses is strikingly original despite
Prokofiev’s zany mandolin-trumpet
precedent in ‘‘Romeo and Juliet.”

Virtually every instrument, Japa

to hear the work with fresh ears, at
least in a fresh performance like Mr.
Masur's. As David Wright aptly ob-
serves in the program notes, the
work’s sinuous orientalisms afford-
ed early audiences ‘‘an encounter
with the unknown,” as Mr. Miki's
cultural cross-fertilization does now.
Mr. Masur, perhaps identifying
more with the gruff sultan of
Rimsky's program than with the
tale-spinning Scheherazade, avoided
the typical saccharine approach to
this music, giving full vent to its
dynamism. Glenn Dicterow, the con-
certmaster, played the extensive vi-
olin solos beautifully, and the wood-
wind principals were fine in their
solos, especially Judith LeClair, the
bassoonist and chief beneficiary of
Rimsky’s imaginative scoring.
Some string chatterings were
blurred, and a few tempo shifts
seemed unsettled. What's more, it
became clear in several piano and
pianissimo passages that even three

years into the Masur era, quiet play-
ing does not come naturally to this
orchestra and must to some extent
be imposed.

Mr. Miki presided over a brief
preconcert demonstration of the
Japanese instruments by members
of Pro Musica. As useful as the snip-
pets were, a listener could not help
wishing for a more complete musi-
cal statement from one or several of
these superbly skilled performers.
Junko Tahara, in particular, played
the biwa (a lute with a sitarlike
sonority) while intoning a compel-
ling medieval selection that shoulc
have gone on longer.

The “Symphony for Two Worlds™
is to form the basis for a Philhar
monic Young People’s Concert this
afternoon at Avery Fisher Hall, anc
the entire program will be repeatec
this evening. Pro Musica Nipponia is
to perform more of Mr. Miki’s music
tomorrow at the Miller Theater or
the campus of Columbia University

FILM FESTIVAL REVIEW

A Seven-Hour Contemplati

By JANET MASLIN

Brave souls in tomorrow's sold-
out audience for ‘‘Satantango’ will
have ample opportunity to ponder
the ingof a hour running

nese and Western, gains pr
at some point or other, but the plece
is most delightful when the whole
elaborate contraption chugs along at
once, sending sparks in every direc-
tion. Mr. Miki’s deft transformation
of Eastern- and Western-sounding
themes insures overall unity.
Although Rimsky-Korsakov's
“Scheherazade” has never really
dropped from sight, it has mercifully
seemed less than ubiquitous over the
last decade, and it is almost possible

time. Is this a declaration of great-
ness, or simply a means of crushing
viewers into submission? Do the
thoughts stirred by such an uncom-
promisingly long film fully occupy
all the ruminative space they have
been given? Is time somehow al-
tered when, thanks to the ‘hy'pnouc
effects of Bela Tarr’s deliberately
lulling direction, time is made to
stand almost still?

‘‘Satantango,” Mr. Tarr's bleak,

imposing cinematic experiment,
sometimes lives up to great expecta-
tions, but its unevenness allows
many questions to creep in. Moving
at a pace that would suit a glacier,
Mr. Tarr contemplates a group of
grim-faced, wretched characters
whose agricultural collective has
fallen into decay, and who engage in
desperate forms of chicanery as a
way of denying their failure.

In this remote, unnamed outpost
and in a nearby town, characters
cheat, betray and spy on each other.
They also prepare to be relocated as
their communal life comes to an end.
‘“‘Don’t take me as a liberator,” one
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